
 
 
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked on the 

humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is 

mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is for those who fear him from 

generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 

their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has 

filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in 

remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. Why is it so hard for us to accept being a servant? Why do we have such trouble being submissive to God? 
Have you had any experiences where God has taught you to be a willing servant? 

3. Mary lifts up three attributes of God in lines 3-5: God is mighty, God is holy, God is merciful. The first 
attribute refers to more than strength, it refers to God’s omnipotent might. What does it mean to you to 
say God is “almighty?” 

4. In lines 4-7, what three examples of “reversal of fortune” does Mary speak of in declaring some of God’s 
mighty acts? What warnings do you think we are to hear in these “reversals?” 

5. How does Mary’s prayer shape what it looks like to surrender this Christmas?  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 

December 1-2 
“An Invitation To Surrender” 

Luke 1:46-55 



 
 

And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, “Blessed be the Lord God of 

Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of 

his servant David, as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we should be saved from 

our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to 

remember his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us that we, being 

delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before 

him all our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to 

prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the 

tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in 

darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. The passage is spoken by Zachariah at the birth of his son, John. What has Zachariah been learning all this 
time when he could not speak? 

3. It seems like Zachariah used his experience not just to comfort himself, but also to speak to others about 
God rescuing his people. Christmas can be a tough time of year for people. Who do you know who needs 
some encouragement? Is there anything that you can do to speak hope into their fears and 
disappointments? 

4. The ministry of John the Baptist was to prepare the way. In the same way, how can we prepare the way 
this Christmas season? 

5. How does Zechariah’s prayer shape the way we prepare this Christmas?  

 

  

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 

December 8-9 
“An Invitation To Prepare” 

Luke 1:67-79 



 
 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with 

great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 

all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be 

a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and 

on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. Why do you think God made such an important announcement to a lowly group of shepherds? What does 
this say about the priorities of God versus the priorities of men? 

3. Read Luke 1:11-20. What are some similarities between the announcement to Zechariah and the 
announcement to the shepherds? 

4. Jesus went from a throne in heaven to a manger in a stable. What does that say about His character? How 
does this act demonstrate how much God loves each and every one of us? 

5. How does Zechariah’s prayer shape the way we pray this Christmas?  

 

  

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 

December 15-16 
“An Invitation To Peace” 

Luke 2:8-14 



 
 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting 

for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the 

temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, he 

took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” And his father and his 

mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 

“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a 

sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. How should it affect the way we live as Believers to know that God’s design was that salvation be for ALL 
people? How should our “marveling” point others toward Jesus? 

3. Does this passage talk more about God’s honor (doing what is right) or God’s love (taking care of one 
another)? Why is that significant?  

4. How can we help others marvel in the fact that salvation has come to them just as it came to Simeon? 

5. Do you have a sense of God’s invitation to you in this season? 

 

 

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 

December 22-23 
“An Invitation To Marvel” 

Luke 2:25-35 


