
 
 

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. 

“By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?” Jesus replied, “I will 

also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. John’s baptism—

where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we 

say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the 

people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then he said, “Neither will 

I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to 

the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ ‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and 

went. Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. Which 

of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way 

of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw 

this, you did not repent and believe him.” 

 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. Why did the chief priests and elders ask Jesus about his authority? What are they getting at? 

3. What do you think about the chief priests and elders response to Jesus’ question about John the Baptist? Discuss 
their predicament. 

4. How does the first son in Jesus’ parable relate to tax collectors and prostitutes? 

5. Have you ever behaved like the second son, saying ‘yes’ to God then going off in the other direction? If you’re 
comfortable, share you experience with the group. 

6. Do you have a sense of God’s invitation to you in this season?  

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 
 

May 6-7 
"By What Authority" 

Matthew 21:23-32 



 
 

“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it 

and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. When the harvest 

time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, 

killed another, and stoned a third. Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants 

treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. But when the 

tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ So they took 

him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he 

do to those tenants?” “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to 

other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 

Scriptures: ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in 

our eyes’? Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will 

produce its fruit. Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them. They looked for a 

way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet. 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. Who might the main characters (owner, tenants, servants, son) of the parable represent? 

3. Note the descriptors of the tenant’s treatment of the servants and the son of the farm-owner. Does their reaction 
seem severe? 

4. Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22-23 in lines 10-12 above. What is a “cornerstone” and what is its value? Why does Jesus 
reference this Psalm and this illustration? 

5. What is the main point (big idea) of the parable? Who is the massage of the parable directed to? Is there both a near 
and far application? If so, what are they? 

6. Do you have a sense of God’s invitation to you in this season?  

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 
 

May 13-14 
"Parable of the Tenants” 

Matthew 21:33-46 



 
 

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet 

for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to 

come. Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My 

oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ But they paid 

no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and 

killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said 

to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. So go to the street corners 

and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they 

could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to see the 

guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. He asked, ‘How did you get in here without 

wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless. Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw 

him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are invited, but few are 

chosen.” 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. How is the Kingdom like a wedding banquet? 

3. Why do people who are invited not attend? 

4. Why are servants seized, mistreated and killed? What is the king’s response? 

5. Does it surprise you that the good and the bad attend the wedding? Why? 

6. What do you make of the wedding clothes? Why is it significant? 

7. How does this relate to the history of Israel? To Jesus’ ministry? To the church itself? Do you have any ideas? 

8. Do you have a sense of God’s invitation to you in this season? 

 

 

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 
 

May 20-21 
"Kingdom Wedding Clothes” 

Matthew 22:1-14 



 
 

Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They sent their disciples to him along with the 

Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in 

accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. Tell us then, 

what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?” But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You 

hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, and 

he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” “Caesar’s,” they replied. Then he said to them, “So give 

back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him 

and went away. 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. Why did the Pharisees and the Herodians think their question would entangle Jesus? What made their question so 
difficult (even impossible) in their minds? 

3. Why did Jesus call them hypocrites for asking that question? 

4. What is Caesar’s? What is God’s? 

5. Do you think Jesus is dodging the question? Why or why not? 

6. Do you have a sense of God’s invitation to you in this season? 

 

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 
 

May 27-28 
"Honoring God While Living Under 

Authority” 
Matthew 22:15-22 


