
 
 

And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way he said to them, “See, we are 

going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn 

him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the 

third day.” Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before him she asked 

him for something. And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, 

one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. 

Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” He said to them, “You will drink my 

cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by 

my Father.” And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. But Jesus called them to him and said, 

“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. It shall 

not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among 

you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.” 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. This is the third time in Matthew that Jesus foretells his death. Review the first two: 16:21 and 17:22. What is 
common? Any new information? Compare the disciples’ reactions in the three passages. 

3. The disciples didn’t know what would happen in Jerusalem. Describe what you think the disciples were expecting. 

4. Who are the “sons of Zebedee?” What do you think motivated their mother? To whom does Jesus address his 
answer? What is his answer to the mother’s question? 

5. Explain what Jesus means by “the cup that I am to drink.” 

6. Notice the reaction of the 10. Why do you think they responded as they did? 

7. How well do you think the church in America embodies the final sentence of the passage? Lighthouse? 

8. What are some ways that you can embody the last sentence of the passage? 

9. Do you have a sense of God’s invitation to you in this season?  

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 
 

April 1-2 
"Our Servant King" 
Matthew 20:17-28 



 
 

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 

saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. 

Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send 

them at once.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, 

your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” The disciples 

went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat 

on them. Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 

the road. And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole 

city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. The disciples were able to find the donkey and colt just as Jesus described and obtain them from the owner. What 
does this tell you about Jesus reputation as he enters Jerusalem? 

3. Describe how you think Jesus looked riding the foal. 

4. Describe the reaction of the crowd. What does the behavior of the crowd tell you about their expectations? 

5. How is Jesus behavior an example of 20:26-28? 

6. In what ways do we approach God the way the crowd approached Jesus? Do we ever have expectations that are not 
consistent with God’s character? How so? 

7. Do you have a sense of God’s invitation to you in this season? 

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 
 

April 8-9 
"Our Expectations – God’s Answer” 

Matthew 21:1-11 


