
 
 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and 

sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on 

finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net 

that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and 

sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 

separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. Have you understood all these things? They said to him, Yes. And he said to them, Therefore every 

scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is 

new and what is old. And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away from there. 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. The first two of the three parables involve sacrificing to gain something. What similarities do you see? What 
differences? 

3. How is the third parable different from the two before it? How is it similar? 

4. What do you think Jesus means about bringing “out of his treasure what is new and what is old”? [Hint: remember 
how Matthew connects Jesus’ ministry to Israel’s history and OT prophecy.] 

5. What would a “scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven” look like today? 

6. Do you have a sense of God’s invitation to you in this season? 

  

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 
 

December 3-4 
"The Treasure and The Pearl" 

Matthew 13:44-53 



 
 

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard 

it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on 

them and healed their sick. Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, This is a desolate place, and 

the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves. But Jesus said, They need 

not go away; you give them something to eat. They said to him, We have only five loaves here and two fish. And he said, 

Bring them here to me. Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, 

he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 

gave them to the crowds. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces 

left over. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. How might the news of the death of John the Baptist affected Jesus? The disciples? The crowd? 

3. Compare how Jesus reacted to the needs of the crowd to how his disciples reacted. 

4. Describe how Jesus helped the disciples meet the need of the crowd. 

5. What do you think is the significance of the baskets of broken pieces left over? 

6. Share any experience you have had where Jesus extravagantly meet your need. 

7. Do you have a sense of God’s invitation to you in this season? 

  

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 
 

December 17-18 
"Sufficient for the Task" 

Matthew 14:13-21 



 
 

And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 

there alone, but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against 

them. And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking 

on the sea, they were terrified, and said, It is a ghost! and they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, 

saying, Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid. And Peter answered him, Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 

the water. He said, Come. So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw the 

wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, Lord, save me. Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took 

hold of him, saying to him, O you of little faith, why did you doubt? And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 

And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, Truly you are the Son of God. And when they had crossed over, they came 

to land at Gennesaret. And when the men of that place recognized him, they sent around to all that region and brought 

to him all who were sick and implored him that they might only touch the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched 

it were made well. 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. Why do you think Jesus retreats to prayer after the miracle feeding of 5,000 men? 

3. After witnessing a miracle feeding, the disciples seem to once again underestimate the power of Jesus. Why? 

4. Peter’s mistake is looking to the circumstances around him rather than looking to God’s power. What does this say 
about his faith? Has your faith ever been tested in this way? If you’re comfortable, share your experience. 

5. Discuss what took place in Gennesaret. What made Jesus recognizable? How did the people know to bring the sick 
to him for healing? What is the significance of the final sentence in the passage? 

6. Do you have a sense of God’s invitation to you in this season? 

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 
 

December 31-January 1 
"When Jesus Asks The Impossible" 

Matthew 14:23-36 


