
 
 

When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, but finds none. Then 

it says, I will return to my house from which I came. And when it comes, it finds the house empty, swept, and put in 

order. Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there, and the 

last state of that person is worse than the first. So also will it be with this evil generation. While he was still speaking to 

the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, asking to speak to him. But he replied to the man who 

told him, Who is my mother, and who are my brothers? And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, Here 

are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother. 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. Israel had a series of revolutionary movements in the 200 years before Jesus time. Suppose that Jesus is not talking 
about evil spirits being driven out of a person but out of the nation. There has been a cycle of one evil following 
another. The “house” may be clean but there is no strong inhabitant so the evil spirits return. Jesus is claiming that 
his kingdom will end that cycle. Discuss how this explanation fits with Jesus kingdom message to Israel. 

3. Jesus’ family wants to speak to him. He declares that his family are those who are listening to and following him. Is 
this a negative rejection of his family or a positive affirmation of his followers? 

4. Look back over the past few chapters. What is Matthew’s meta-story as he tells us about Jesus? What are the big 
points Matthew wants us to understand? 

5. Do you have a sense of God’s invitation to you in this season? 

  

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 
 

November 5-6 
"Jesus’ True Family" 
Matthew 12:43-50 



 
 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got 

into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: A 

sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth 

of soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let him hear. Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone 

hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown 

in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 

word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation 

or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the 

one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves 

unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears 

fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty. 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 
2. Notice that Jesus sat and the crowd stood. That was the common practice for teachers in that day. Why do you think 

that the crowd continued to follow Jesus? 
3. This passage is sometimes referred to as the Parable of the Sower, the Parable of the Soils, or the Parable of the 

Seeds. Explain which title you think fits best. 
4. Why do you think Jesus didn’t describe a more careful sower, one who didn’t waste so much seed? 
5. Consider each type of soil in Jesus’ explanation. Discuss the progression: snatched away, unrooted, chocked out, 

bearing fruit. 
6. What does this parable suggest about where, how, and when the gospel message should be preached? 
7. If Jesus had asked you, would you have recommended that he teach in parables? Why or why not? What if he were 

teaching today? 
8. Do you have a sense of God’s invitation to you in this season? 
  

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 
 

November 12-13 
"The Parable of the Sower" 

Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23 



 
 
He put another parable before them, saying, The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed 

in his field, but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. So 

when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the servants of the master of the house 

came and said to him, Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds? He said to them, 

An enemy has done this. So the servants said to him, Then do you want us to go and gather them? But he said, No, lest 

in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest 

time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my 

barn. He put another parable before them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man 

took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and 

becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches. He told them another parable. The 

kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened. All these 

things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without a parable. This was to fulfill what 

was spoken by the prophet: I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of 

the world. Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, Explain to us the 

parable of the weeds of the field. He answered, The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the 

world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed 

them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are gathered and 

burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his 

kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him 

hear. 

 

 
 

October 10-11 
"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 
 

November 19-20 
"The Parable of the Weeds" 

Matthew 13:24-43 



1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. Why did the farmer tell the workers not to pull up the weeds? What does that suggest about the nature of the 
weeds seeded by the enemy? 

3. What similarities do you see in the parables of the mustard seed and the leaven with the parable of the wheat and 
the weeds? 

4. One theme in all three parables is waiting. Explain how waiting is characteristic of the kingdom of heaven. 

5. Review Jesus’ explanation of the parable of the wheat and the weeds. He introduces the theme of judgment. Discuss 
how judgment must be part of the proclamation of the kingdom. 

6. What do you think Jesus meant by “the righteous will shine like the sun”? Consider that the sun shining in the 
Middle East is different than the sunshine we experience in the Pacific Northwest. 

7. Do you have a sense of God’s invitation to you in this season? 


