
 
 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 

is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in 

the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” Now John wore a garment of camel's 

hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all 

Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, 

he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping 

with repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, 

God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the 

trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. Consider John the Baptist's role, calling and overall appearance. How do you think the majority of people 

initially responded to him? How do you think people would respond today? How would YOU respond? 

3. The Lord called John to execute a powerful mission in an unorthodox way. On a scale of 1 to 10 (1=no way, 

10=immediate obedience), how would you respond if the Lord called you like He called John? 

4. Look closely at the phrase, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." What do you think that tangibly 

looks like in real life today? Are we living this out fully? Explain. 

5. Read 3:7-8 out loud in a few different bible translations. Why do you think John called the Pharisees 

snakes? In what ways were the Pharisees "missing the mark?" What do we do to ensure that we don't fall 

into the same trap? 

6. In verse 10, John mentions "good fruit." Take a few moments to discuss what "good fruit" in our lives 

might be. How do we produce more of it? 

7. Do you have a sense God's invitation to you in this season? 

 

 

October 10-11 

"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 

 

March 5-6 

"The Voice of One Crying in the 

Wilderness" 

Matthew 3:1-10 



 
 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, 

saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for 

thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, 

immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit 

of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my 

beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. Put yourself in John's shoes. How would you respond if Jesus asked you to "baptize" Him? Do you think 

Christ calls us to similar "tasks" for Him today? If so, what are they? 

3. What was Jesus' reasoning that John should baptize Him? What other scriptures come to mind that deal 

with "fulfilling all righteousness?" 

4. Take some time to imagine what it would have been like to witness the moment when Christ surfaced 

after being baptized. What would you see? Hear? Smell? Feel? 

5. Many theologians say that Christ's baptism was a "major landmark" or "milestone" in God's plan for the 

redemption of mankind. Do you agree? Why or why not? 

6. Throughout the Bible, we are referred to as "children of God." What scriptures come to mind to support 

this claim? Now, take a closer look at verse 17. If we are joint heirs with Christ, how does this scripture 

make you feel? Have you ever noticed that correlation before? Discuss. 

7. Do you have a sense of God's invitation to you in this season? 

  

 

 

March 12-13 

"Jesus Son of God" 

Matthew 3:13-17 



 
 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days 

and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 

command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by 

bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to the holy city 

and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, 

for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest 

you strike your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your 

God to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 

world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Then 

Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall 

you serve.’” Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 

1. What strikes you as you read the text? 

2. Why do you think God wanted Jesus to experience time in the wilderness? How does that apply to us 

today? 

3. Take a few moments to share other scriptures about temptation. How do they help "connect the dots" to 

Christ's temptation? 

4. Notice the dialogue between Jesus and Satan in this passage. What do you notice? Any patterns or trends? 

In what ways does this encourage or equip you? 

5. Share some specific examples of how Christ models how we are to respond to temptation. 

6. With what three "needs" or "desires" did Satan tempt Jesus? Discuss some parallels of how we face similar 

temptations in our lives today. (If you are comfortable, please share specific life experiences or examples.) 

7. Look closely at verse 10. How does Jesus get rid of Satan in that final moment? Share a few personal 

examples of how you conquered temptation and what methods you used to cast out Satan. 

8. Do you have a sense of God's invitation to you in this season? 

 

 

March 19-20 

"The Temptation of Jesus" 

Matthew 4:1-11 


