
 
 

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed 

as crucified. Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with 

faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you 

suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works 

miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith— just as Abraham “believed God, and 

it was counted to him as righteousness”? Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And 

the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to 

Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, those who are of faith are blessed along 

with Abraham, the man of faith. For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is 

written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do 

them.” Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by 

faith.” But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall live by them.” Christ redeemed us from 

the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a 

tree”— so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might 

receive the promised Spirit through faith. 

1. What typically distracts the eyes of your heart from the sacrifice of Christ? What does realigning your focus look like 

in real life?   

2. On a scale of 1 to 10: How much do you believe/live by grace instead of in your own work or efforts? (Think: Flesh 

versus spirit)  

3. Look at verse 6. What do you notice about the sequence of Abraham’s actions? Why is that significant?  

4. Why do you think we tend to revert back to methods of saving ourselves? Discuss some tangible strategies to 

remedy this tendency.  

5. When Christ was crucified, He became “the curse” but also dissolved the curse. Does this encourage or convict you? 

Why? 
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To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or adds to it once it has 

been ratified. Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to 

offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. This is what I mean: 

the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make 

the promise void. For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to 

Abraham by a promise. Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should 

come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an 

intermediary. Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one. Is the law then contrary to the 

promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would 

indeed be by the law. But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus 

Christ might be given to those who believe. Now before faith came, we were held captive under the 

law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian until Christ 

came, in order that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 

guardian, 

 

1. Why is the singular reference of “your seed” in verse 16 so significant?  

2. What was the original purpose of the law? Did that change when Christ entered the picture? If so, how?  

3. Have you personally watched someone try to earn God's love? What did they do? How did it go? Did their attempt 

impact you? If so, how? 

4. In what ways is the Gospel actively at work in your life in the current season?  

5. How do the law and the gospel work together to fulfill God’s big picture plan for us?  

6. What was one major take-home point or ah-ha moment you picked up from this week’s message?  
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for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to 

promise. I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of 

everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. In the same way we also, 

when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. But when the fullness of 

time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under 

the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his 

Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir 

through God. 

 

1. Discuss some of the major “divisions” we see among God’s children today. What can we personally do to bridge that 

gap while simultaneously upholding the Gospel?  

2. What are some tell-tale signs that we are genuinely clothed in Christ and covered with His blanket of unity?  

3. In light of Thanksgiving, when you think about being adopted by Christ, how does it make you feel? Discuss in detail.  

4. Are you living as an heir of Christ? In what ways? If not, what do you need to change?  

5. What “rights” did heirs have in the Bible? What parallels can you draw between those heirs and your current 

relationship with Christ?  

6. What was one major take-home point or ah-ha moment you picked up from this week’s message?  
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Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods. But now that 

you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and 

worthless elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you want to be once more? You observe days and 

months and seasons and years! I am afraid I may have labored over you in vain. Brothers, I entreat you, 

become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You did me no wrong. You know it was because of a bodily 

ailment that I preached the gospel to you at first, and though my condition was a trial to you, you did not 

scorn or despise me, but received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus. What then has become of your 

blessedness? For I testify to you that, if possible, you would have gouged out your eyes and given them to 

me. Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth? They make much of you, but for no good 

purpose. They want to shut you out, that you may make much of them. It is always good to be made much of 

for a good purpose, and not only when I am present with you, my little children, for whom I am again in the 

anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you! I wish I could be present with you now and change my tone, 

for I am perplexed about you. 

 

1. How easy is it for us to “turn back” to our former ways? In what areas of your life does this typically occur? How do 

we make our Christ-like focus stick long-term?  

2. In verse 15, Paul asks, “What has happened to your joy?” On a scale of 1-10, how joyful are you today? (Note: This is 

not to be confused with “happy.”) What needs to happen to get your joy meter closer to 10?  

3. Think of a moment in your life when you experienced the greatest joy and the moment when you had the least. 

What marked differences did you see? Do you believe that you can experience great joy even in tough 

circumstances? What would that look like?  

4. How do we treat the “Paul” in our life, aka the one who tells us hard Truth in love? What was the last hard Truth you 

received and how did you respond?  

5. What are your personal accountability measures for following Christ. Are they effective? In what ways?  

6. What was one major take-home point or ah-ha moment you picked up from this week’s message?  
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