
 
 

Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? For it is written that Abraham had 

two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. But the son of the slave was born according to the 

flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through promise. Now this may be interpreted allegorically: 

these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. Now 

Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her 

children. But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who 

does not bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! For the children of the desolate one will be more 

    than those of the one who has a husband.” Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. But just as at that 

time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. But 

what does the Scripture say?“ Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit 

with the son of the free woman.” So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman. 

 

1. What stands out to you in the passage above? 

2. Read the story of Abraham and Hagar in Genesis 21:1-21, especially verses 12-13. 

3. Paul introduced God’s covenant with Abraham in chapter 3 to put his argument in the scope of salvation history and 

argued that the law was our guardian/tutor (nanny). Chapter 4 starts with sons and heirs.  How do you see Paul’s 

introduction of the sons of Hagar and Sarah contributing to Paul’s argument. 

4. Explain Paul’s comparison between Hagar and her son (Ishmaiel) and Sarah and her son Isaac. 

5. What is the relationship between the children of the slave woman and the children of the promise in verses 29 and 

30. 

6. Paul makes a strong claim in verse 31. Who is the “we”? What are some implications of Paul’s claim that “we” (be 

sure you understand who “we” is) are the children of the free woman. 

7. How do you sense God inviting you to respond to today's passage? 

 

 

October 10-11 

"The Grace of Christ" 

Galatians 1:1-10 

 

 

December 5-6 

"Mothers, Sons and Covenants" 

Galatians 4:21-31 



 
 

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no advantage to you. I testify again to 

every man who accepts circumcision that he is obligated to keep the whole law. You are severed from 

Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace. For through the Spirit, by faith, 

we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love. You were running well. Who hindered 

you from obeying the truth? This persuasion is not from him who calls you. A little leaven leavens the whole 

lump. I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view, and the one who is troubling you will 

bear the penalty, whoever he is. But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In 

that case the offense of the cross has been removed. I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate 

themselves! For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 

the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one 

another. 

 

1. What stands out to you in the passage above? 

2. Many scholars connect 4:31 and 5:1 closely. Explain how these two verses go together. 

3. Explain what you think Paul means by “accepts circumcision” in verse 3. What are the negative consequences? 

4. What are the positive consequences of not accepting circumcision? Explain “the hope of righteousness”. 

5. The Galatians were “running well” when someone “hindered” them. What does Paul say about those who 

“hindered” them? 

6. What is the source of Paul’s confidence in verse 10? 

7. What is the result of the “hindering” in verses 13-15? Have you experienced such hindering? 

8. How do you sense God inviting you to respond to today's passage? 

  

 

 

December 12-13 

"Gospel Freedom" 

Galatians 5:1-15 



 
 

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are 

against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to 

keep you from doing the things you want to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 

law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, 

strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I 

warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the 

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-

control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with 

its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 

 

1. What stands out to you in the passage above? 

2. Look back at 5:15. What is the problem Paul is addressing? 

3. Describe Paul’s comparison of the flesh and the Spirit in 16-17. 

4. Paul refers to the works of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit. Explain why he uses different words for the two lists? 

[Hint: actions/behaviors verses character qualities.] 

5. Explain “will not inherit the kingdom of God” in verse 21. 

6. To what extent do you experience the fruit of the spirit in your life? Give a specific example. 

7. How do you sense God inviting you to respond to today's passage? 

 

 

December 26-27 

"Gospel Character" 

Galatians 5:16-25 


